
 

 
 
 
 

This matter is being dealt with by 
Anna Cartledge 

 
No 1 Colmore Square 
Birmingham B4 6AA 

DX 721090 Birmingham 43 
T: +44 (0)121 214 0000 

   
   
The Planning Inspectorate 
Temple Quay House 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
BY EMAIL: 
Sunnica@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
CC ADDRESS: info@sunnica.co.uk  

 
Our ref: 1.1249803.33.AC.JR 

 

15 March 2022 

  

Dear Sirs 

Sunnica Energy Farm Development Consent Order Application (the "Application") 

Our client: South Staffordshire Water PLC 

Objection in response to notice of Acceptance of an application for a Development Consent 
Order ("the Order") by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy) under 
section 56 of the Planning Act 2008 (the "Act") and as applicable Regulation 16 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017  

This letter is an objection to the Order as being promoted by Sunnica Ltd in order to facilitate the 
installation of solar photovoltaic generating panels and electrical battery storage technology on Sunnica 
East and Sunnica West, and associated infrastructure for connection to the national grid, including an 
extension to the Burwell National Grid Substation (the “Scheme”). This is in response to the notice 
sent by Sunnica Ltd dated 27th January 2022. 

Please note that Shakespeare Martineau are appointed to act on behalf of South Staffordshire Water 
PLC (“SSW”), which is also the owner of assets which previously belonged to Cambridge Water PLC 
by virtue of a statutory transfer in 2011 under the Water Industry Act 1991. A number of interests have 
been identified as potentially containing operational apparatus now owned by SSW. In terms of 
responding to this objection then please address any correspondence to  
Alternatively the postal address is as set out at the top right of this letter. 

SSW is a water undertaker appointed under the Water Act 1989, with statutory duties to carry out water 
supply functions throughout its appointed area. SSW operates assets that are located in close proximity 
to the proposed works, please see further detail below. SSW does not object in principle to the Scheme 
but reserves its position in relation to the specific impact that it will have on its operations and assets. 

Our client has identified that its apparatus runs through areas 5, 6, 8 and 10 of the proposed works as 
illustrated on the Scheme’s location plan overview plan, please see Appendix 1. The route of such 
apparatus is shown by a green line on the drawing at Appendix 2. Such SSW apparatus is strategic and 
operational, with no other options to serve the local areas if there is a loss of supply due to the Scheme. 
It is essential that these assets remain in continuous operation in order to ensure the provision of water 
supplies to household and non-household customers. 
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The discussions between the promoter and our client have, to date, been very limited and our client has 
been provided with no detail in terms of the potential impact of the Scheme on its operational apparatus. 
We have attached the Notice received from the promoter at Appendix 3 which does not list the plots 
relevant in respect of our client’s operational apparatus. Please note that we have also reviewed the 
book of reference as made available on the project’s website and there is no reference to “Cambridge 
Water Company Limited”, “Cambridge Water PLC” or “South Staffordshire Water”. Clearly this point will 
need to be addressed by the promoter as a matter of urgency as it is critical that our client can understand 
the potential impact of the Scheme on any apparatus. 

Any works required to be carried out on SSW’s assets must be planned and implemented to avoid risk 
of supply interruption or damage to the integrity of the water network. SSW therefore objects to the Order 
unless and until such time as an approved programme and methodology of works can be agreed. Given 
that there has been limited consultation to date, we reserve the right to make further representations in 
the event that it becomes apparent that the Scheme will have an adverse impact on any such operational 
apparatus.  

Further, the current drafting of the protective provisions of the Order have not been discussed with our 
client and clearly require our client’s input before agreement. We reserve the right to comment in detail 
on the protective provisions in due course. SSW’s objection will remain unless SSW’s concerns with the 
protective provisions are addressed to their satisfaction, whether by amends to them or a supplemental 
agreement is reached. The promoter should now engage quickly and meaningfully with our client in 
respect of protecting the statutory apparatus. 

We have also sent this objection on to Sunnica Ltd as the promoter (sent care of the email address 
provided). 

We would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this objection. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Shakespeare Martineau 
 
Cc Sunnica 
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